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The sacred land of Nakhon Si Thammarat
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Nakhon Si Thammarat
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The land with a long record of prosperity,
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The center of civilization in the southern
o = Y < [4
usanIausssulnelirulsginy
Its plentiful cultural heritage is prominent
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Its land is holy,
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Housing the relics of the Lord Buddha,

a

] o =1 o Yya :ill
UAIDIANTSUNTATAN ﬁnmwﬂmﬁuuﬂuumty
That have brought it prosperity
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Inviting great and small cities to be in its political domain.
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Its holy Phra Buddha Sihing image is its peace stabilization
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Its ancient coins can prevent sufferings.
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There are also holy springs,
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And sacred Buddha amulets on the land
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It's also well-known for holt talismans,
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Called Chatukham Rammathep,
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The vision of Chatukham Rammathep

HifineananmusImw

The vision of Chatukham Rammathep
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In 1985 during a monk - robe presentation ceremony
atWat nang Phraya temple in Tambon Pak Nakhon sub - district
of muang district, Nakhon Si Thammarat province, the spirit
of "mae Nang ya", the mother of a former ruler of Nakhon Si

Thammarat, was believed to order the construction of
thefirst city pillar of Nakhon Si Thammarat to ensure local peace
Later another spirit was believed to communicate and, according
to the account of the medium concerned, the late Pol Maj-Gen
Khun Phantharak Ratchadet, who was the former police chief of
Nakhon Si Thammarat and could reportedly do magic, insisted
that the spirit was Chatukham Rammathep, the god that guards
the Phra Borommathat Chedi pagoda of Nakhon Si Thammarat

With faith and determination of local people, the
construcition of the city pillar of Nakhon Si Thammarat started
in 1985 and was completed in 1987. His Royal Highness Crown
Prince Maha Vajira longkorn inaugurated the city pillar on behalf

of His Majesty the King on June 16, 2000.
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The merit of auspicious objects
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The construction of the city pillar that stands on the

public ground of Nakhon Si Thammarat resulted from the

collaboration between charity organizations, government

agencies and the public. Ceremonies were organized and many
issues of auspicious objects were produced to raise a fund
from believers to pay for the construction

The auspicious objects are popular. They include
models of Chatukham Rammathep heads. flags, pieces of cloth
that bear magical letters, lip wax, Buddha amulets, coins and the
pictures of Rahoo deity which are believed to have magical
power. The Chatukham Rammathep coins that were first
produced in 1987 to raise the city pillar fund is the first and the

most popular issue of Chatukham Rammathep talismans.

2T AUNATUAART DINRNS

Symbols on Chatukham Rammathep talismans
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Symbols on Chatukham Rammathep

Talismans
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The circle represents the orbits of the sun and the
moon.The eight round symbols represent the eight Rahoo deities
that personify the eight elements of the solar system namely the
Sun, the Moon, Mars, Mercury, Jupiter, Venus, Saturn and
Uranus.

The center of the talisman is believed to be the place

where Chatukham Rammathep obtained enlightenment on the

nature of the universe and became as powerful as the

Sun.
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Phaya Chingchai was one of the four great warriors of
Nakhon Si Thammarat ruler phra Chao Chanthara Phanu, Phaya
Chingchai and three other great warriors - Phaya Tai, Phaya
Hora, and Phaya Luang muang - built Phra Borommathat Chedi
pagoda and played important roles in founding Nakhon Si
Thammarat. When passing away, Phaya Chingchai became the

direr guarder of Nakhon Si Thammarat. A monkey leader ishis

symbol.
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Phangphakarn, a great warrior of
Nakhon Si Thammarat, is meditating, closing his
eyes with both hands and wearing a lotus crown
small snakes in the back. He is believed to have
the magical power that can provide talisman

owners with safety and good luck.
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Rahoo swallowing the Moon and the Sun signifies the
cycle of life. The Rahoo is an immortal and powerful deity

represents the earth
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Magic letters are believed to have the magical power

that can provide talisman owners with good luck.
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Varieties of ceremonies and materials
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Varieties of ceremonies and materials
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Ceremonies were conducted to Brahman and
Buddhist for the magical power of Chatukham Rammathep
talismans. Brahman ceremonies included the worship of Shiva,
Brahma and Vishnu as well as nine planet deities so that the gods
recognized the ceremonies and blessed the production of the
talismans. It was believed that if such ceremonies were
conducted on mountains or in the sea, the talismans would
receive the power of the universe, the sky and earth. In Buddhist
ceremonies, monks chanted prayers and monk with psychic
power meditated to transfer their powers to the talismans.

Materials were carefully selected to represent the
power of the sky and the earth. They include auspicious plants
and flowers, seabed sand, soil from Buddha - related places, soil
from termite hills, soil from caves, gem ores, joss stick ashes
from the city pillar, and soil from the heart of the city. They
underwent incantation for the sake of magical powers of the

talismans.
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Chatukham Rammathep talismans were initially less
known.By word of mouth, beliefs in their magical powers that
allehedlybrought achievements, wealth, safety etc to owners
graduallyspread Consequently a number of people desired the
talismans and many issues of the talismans were produced. Over
400 issues of Chatukham Rammathep talismans were made in
2007 alone and carried several names to different target groups
of buyers in cluding those who particularly desire wealth,
talismans with beautiful designs and quality materials, and

trouble-free fates.
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Thanks to the popularity of Chatukham Rammathep
talismans, the economy of Nakhon Si Thammarat province
flourished despite the economic slowdown in the rest of the
country. People from almost all walks of life had plenty of work
to do, especially those whose jobs were related to the production
of the talismans, be they talisman designs, the procurement of
materials as well as flowers and sacrifices used in ceremonies, or
public relations. The influx of people into Nakhon Si Thammarat
unusually stimulated transportation businesses. Airlines launched
new flight routes and increased flight frequencies. Hotels and
restaurants were crowded with businessmen and tourists.
Temples obviously cashed in on selling Chatukham Rammathep
talismans and raised funds for their renovations and new
buildings.

Kasikorn Research Center estimated at least 20

billion baht was revolving in the talisman business
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Buddha amulets are popular among enthusiasts and
worshippers only but Chatukham Rammathep talismans attracted
all classes of people who might be divided into seven categories
as follows:

Old believers who mostly are retirees and old people

like grandparents and parents;



People of the new generation-men, women and
teenagers;

Well-to-do people - the senior executives who
chaired talisman production ceremonies and are also collectors;

Laborers who usually have low income but had
chancesto earn more money from queuing for Chatukham
Rammatheptalismans for other buyers, packing talismans and
doingrelated jobs;

Fund raisers who could acquire money from
talismanpopularity and sales for local development;

Trend followers who want to be socially recognized
andthus bought the expensive talismans that ordinary
peoplecould not afford ; and

Collectors who believe in the power of talismans and
collect them for many reasons like worship, historicalevidence,

and speculation.
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Popular issues of Chatukham Rannathep talismans
made between 1987 and 2006are:

1.The first issue named Suriyan-Chanthra of 1987:

2.The 2002 issue, the four-day-four-night production
ceremony of which was performed by Pol Maj-Gen Khun
Phantharak Ratchadet and southern revered monk;

3.The Pathom Orahan Suvarnabhumi issue that
features a beautiful detailed design:

4.The 2004 issue for city pillar renovation, all the
talismans of which bear serial numbers;

5. The "father's legacy"2004 issue that boasts
beautiful designs and neat production;

6.The "evil-conqueror" 2004 issue unique for its

auspicious name, beautiful design, qualily materials and grand
production ceremony;

7.The issue launched by Luang Phor Nui monk of
Wat Khor Hong temple in Songkhla province, the ceremonial
production site of which was surprisingly spared from
torrential rains in the surroundings;

8.The "wealth and happiness" issue launched by Mr.
Aphong Sakul-amorn, the first medium of Chatukham
Rammathep god;

9.The 2005 issue that underwent as many as nine
incantation ceremonies; and

10. The "billionaire"issue of 2009 that is known for

its quality pattern and production ceremony.
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